THE  DEATH  OF  STRAFFORD
opened Stafford's personal counsel would be indis-
pensable. Charles then gave Strafford an assurance
that has a curiously sinister character when read in
the context of history. Stafford's presence was
imperative, and as for his apprehensions, he might
rest content that as Charles c was King of England, he
was able to secure him from any danger ; and that
the Parliament should not touch one hair of his head.'
Strafford gave way and came to London.
The King in his speech to both houses adopted a
conciliatory tone. He was resolved to put himself
freely upon the love and affections of his English
subjects. He told them of the disasters in the north,
•he promised redress of grievances, and he desired that
all suspicions between himself and his people should
be set aside. But in these professions was a note of
fear, even of despair, and they deceived no one. It
was as the Puritan leaders had foreseen. The King
was now using the speech of moderation and reason,
but he was using it because he was bereft by circum-
stance of all other. For the moment civility was pre-
served. An exchange of compliments as the session
opened could do nobody any harm, but the purpose
of the House was no longer to be influenced by smooth
words. For years the King and his advisers had been
preparing the drama of this moment by disregarding
oaths, pledges, justice and mercy. For years the
liberal and constructive spirit of Puritan England had
waited in patience, and often in agony, for the audit
that was now to be made. Gracious assurances of
reform no longer had any meaning. If the King could
have cancelled the misdeeds of fifteen years his words
might have carried some weight; as it was, they

